
IBEW members light the way for food
pantry volunteers
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The Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry gets a mini-facelift for interior lighting,
heating and more, courtesy of a local grant and the dedication of organized labor.
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AURORA — The dedicated volunteers at the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry had been working
in the pantry’s warehouse with limited lighting, while office personnel worked on the second level in
offices with no heat.

But with a grant from the Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley along with pro bono work
from organized labor, volunteers can now navigate the warehouse in ample light and employees
don’t have to wear coats at their desks.

“We’re just so grateful to the Foundation and to the union members,” said Aurora Area Interfaith
Food Pantry Executive Director Marilyn Weisner.
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IBEW Local 461 Assistant Business Manager/Organizer Shaun Thomas and 4th year
apprentice Bryan Cotes install conduit in the bar joist of the warehouse. This will
prevent the conduit from getting damaged by the mast of forklifts when they pull
product down. Jennifer Rice/staff photographer

—



IBEW 461 member Burt Jones assembles a ceiling fan. Ten fans were installed to
allow for better air flow in the warehouse. Jennifer Rice/staff photographer
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In the warehouse, IBEW Local 461 installed ceiling fans, replaced damaged conduit and moved
lighting into the aisles. For the upstairs offices, baseboard heaters were installed.

The circuitry needed for the baseboard heaters wasn’t in the offices, so it was pipped in from the
back of the warehouse to circuits near the offices. Even with a heat diffuser on the second floor, it’s
primary purpose is to heat up the area near the front entrance, keeping the windows from fogging
up. What it didn’t do was bring heat to the back offices.

The work was done during the week the pantry was closed between Christmas and New Year.
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Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry volunteers work in an aisle of the warehouse
with plenty of light. Jennifer Rice/staff photographer
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