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Help For years by Sharon Stredde, needed in S. Dakota

Becoming involved in projects to help others is
widespread throughout the country and here at
home. Often we take some of the relative and essen-
tial organizations for granted. Many of the individu-
als do their work to offer help without much public-
ity and little recognition. It is truly widespread and
in spite of the headlines across the country of vio-
lence and lack of caring, the majority of the souls in
the United States offer hope and encouragement.

See the Fundraiser forum on page 11 this week
for organizations which spread help, hope, and hos-
pitality to those who need encouragement, places to
stay, and positive messages.

We support those efforts, however, we do not
have a way of spreading the word for every orga-
nization. There is a time and place for recognition
and one place which must not be missed is Sharon
Stredde, president and chief executive officer of the
Community Foundation for 30 years. She will retire
December 31, 2015. The Community Foundation
grew by $70 Million during her time as president
and CEO and received gifts of $77 Million. She led
the organization which awarded nearly $51 Million
in grants and scholarships in that time.

Earlier this year the Foundation expanded
through an office in Geneva which has been helping
to spread the word in the Tri-Cities area.

She will stay on as president emeritus and con-
tinue to research, write scripts, and oversee produc-
tion of new videos for the Foundation, according to
a release sent out by Jeff Hartman, executive vice
president of the organization.

The need is great for good service in all communi-
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A voice important
for all of us

We all have a need to be heard in some way and at some
time in our lives.

We need to have a voice.

Whether it is a conversation between two, a situation in a
group, within a family situation, at work, in politics, or rep-
resenting a business, having a voice is essential. There are
avenues to find our voices. We can speak or write, or share in
the voices found by others.

This newspaper can help give a voice to those who want
to reach other individuals.

Organizations need a voice to send out their messages.
Whether that organization represents a collection of individuals,
or, is a charitable effort to benefit individuals, The Voice each
week can provide access to being heard.

The open invitation is extended to participation by reading
the information within these pages, or by submitting material
for others to understand. The material could be in the form of a
letter, a news release, or, a business advertisement.

Deadline: Noon, Monday each week.
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ties and often the perception is that individuals are
dependent on the government for assistance. Pri-
marily, however, organizations such at the Commu-
nity Foundation offer hope and help, not as a relief
organization, but, for grants and scholarships. The
backbone of our society can receive a helping hand
to stimulate the mind and character. Congratula-
tions to Sharon Stredde for her invaluable service

over many years as a key component of the commu-
nities in the Fox River Valley.

e In a wider scope, nationally, we can consider of-
fering help for the youth at the Pine Ridge Reser-
vation in South Dakota. In the last year hopeless-
ness struck the reservation, a grim place for Native
Americans who find little avenues to help them-
selves. Twenty-two youngsters committed suicide in
the last year. Help is needed continually. We may
have missed a fundraiser in September, however,
the need is unending. It is a hand up and not a hand
out which offers hope to individuals. Life expectancy
is 45 years. Awareness is the first step. We received
this information at The Voice from relative and
friend, Lisa Sfeir, an advocate for the residents at
Pine Ridge. Send to us at The Voice on ways to help.

Advice: Open letter to Kane coroner

September 29, 2015
Dear editor;

This is an open letter
to Rob Russell, Kane
County coroner:

Mr. Russell, Kane
County is short of mon-
ey, but through frugal-
ity, the County Board
has held the line on
taxes. As a taxpayer, 'm
grateful to not have my
taxes raised. You don’t
seem to be on board with
it. According to the Sep-
tember 3 Beacon-News
article, you spent $5,780

Veterans

September 29, 2015
Dear editor;

It has become clear
that Veteran Affairs
(VA) hospitals have had
a hard time treating
the number of veterans
who need care. There's
a simple way to help ad-
dress this problem and it
doesn't require any new
hiring: Make better use
of the skills and experi-
ence of the health care
professionals  already
working at the VA.

It is exactly what

on “various promotional
items such as plastic
shopping bags, clip-on
reflectors and personal

fund,” that’s taxpayer
money you are spend-
ing, and it appears to be
political. Residents are
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size hot/cold packs with
customized imprinting
with a logo identifying
Rob Russell as Kane
County Coroner.”

Hey Rob, “special
account,” or “general

dying to give you busi-
ness. You don’t need to
advertise and you don’t
need a website. I read
that you are consider-
ing a lawsuit against
the County Board. If 1

have this straight, your
budget will pay for your
attorney and the de-
fense fees will come out
of the state’s attorney’s
budget, and it’s all tax-
payer money you would
be spending.

If you think this activ-
ity will get you re-elected,
Ithink you are mistaken.
I suggest you start look-
ing for ways to save us
money and let your re-
cord get you re-elected.

Kent Catich
North Aurora

deserve efficient health care

the Veterans' Health
Administration (VHA)
is considering with Ad-
vanced Practice Regis-
tered Nurses (APRNs).
These women and men
are compassionate
professionals with ad-
vanced degrees and the
clinical experience nec-
essary to provide a wid-
er range of care than
the VHA allows.

Right now, APRNs
have full practice au-
thority when treating
active duty military

personnel through the
Department of Defense.
Their skills are put to
good use for the DoD,
especially on the front
lines of U.S. military ac-
tions, and they should
be granted the same au-
thority to serve our vet-
erans to the best of their

abilities in the VHA.
There are already
several thousand

APRNSs serving in veter-
ans' hospitals. Let's use
them more efficiently
and effectively to allow

them to offer veterans a
wider range of care.

As aveteran, I'm glad
to see that a solution
to the long wait times
veterans face could be
coming in the near fu-
ture. I urge our elected
officials in Illinois and
in Congress to support
the agency in its com-
mon sense move.

Sincerely,

Linda Chapa LaVia
State representative
83rd District Aurora
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